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In practical engineering, the mechanical properties of the surrounding rock often reflect the bearing capacity of the support. To
investigate the relations between the surrounding rock and the support, solid specimens, hollowed cylinders, and hollowed
cylinders filled with two kinds of cement mortars are tested under unconfined and conventional triaxial compressions. The effects
of the infilling on the stress-strain curves, deformation features, mechanical properties, and failure patterns are schematically
investigated. The results show that under the triaxial compression condition, each infilled specimen exhibits obvious residual
carrying capacity though a slight stress drop occurs after the peak stress. The cement mortar exerts a positive effect on the carrying
capacity of the rock, and the infilling having a higher strength and stiffness contributes to a more pronounced enhancement of the
overall strength of the specimens. Under the triaxial compression condition, merely a dominated shear fracture can be seen on the
surfaces, and with relatively high confining pressure (05 =20 and 30 MPa), both the rock and cement mortar were cut into two
parts by the dominated shear fracture. The laboratory tests in this study provide a simple and feasible way of investigating the

interaction of the support system with the surrounding rock.

1. Introduction

The creation of opening in deep underground often
induces excavated damage zones (EDZ) around the
roadway, resulting from the redistribution of the initial
geo-stress field [1-4]. With the increase in the distance to
the periphery of the opening, the tangential stress de-
creases from the maximum magnitude to the original
state, while the radial stress increases from zero to the
original state. In this regard, the surrounding rock ad-
jacent to the excavation profile is actually in a nonuniform
stress distribution state [5-8], making the deformation
and failure of the surrounding rock extremely compli-
cated [9-12]. Accordingly, the pseudo triaxial compres-
sion tests on the rock specimens may not be able to fully

meet the demand of actual engineering [13-16]. Therefore,
it is necessary to investigate the deformation behaviors
and mechanical properties of the rock specimen under a
nonuniform stress state.

Testing on hollowed cylinder specimens is one of the
simplest methods for studying the mechanical properties of
rock under the nonuniform stress state [17-21]. Hollow
cylinder-type specimens have been widely adopted in a
variety of investigations [22, 23], such as simplified un-
derground openings [24-26] and stability analysis of the
drill hole wall [27, 28]. The hollowed cylinder tests have two
aspects of advantages over the pseudo triaxial compression
tests. The first advantage is that the hollowed cylinder tests
can conduct physical simulations at a reduced scale of
complicated stress conditions and paths of rock mass
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engineering. The second advantage is the simplicity in
preparation and testing procedure of hollowed cylinder
specimen. In this regard, Yang [29] investigated the in-
fluences of confining pressure and the hole diameter on the
peak strength, deformation, and crack damage behaviors of
hollowed sandstone specimens. Yang [30] evaluated the
internal damage behaviors of the hollowed cylindrical
sandstone specimens based on the analysis of three-di-
mensional microstructures. Wang et al. [31] used hollowed
cylindrical granite specimens with coupled external and
internal confining pressures to investigate the effect of the
radial stress gradient to the triaxial strength properties.
Zhou et al. [32] developed a new rock mechanical exper-
imental device to conduct compression tests with complex
stress path of varying stress magnitudes and orientations.
Li et al. [33] discussed the effects of comprehensive stress
paths on the mechanical properties of the hollow cylinder
specimen. The aforementioned studies provide deep un-
derstandings on the deformation characteristics and me-
chanical properties of rock subjected to different stress
conditions and stress paths.

In practical engineering, the mechanical properties of
the surrounding rock often reflect the bearing capacity of
the support [34-36]. Wang [34] found that there has
always been sufficient support intensity on the surface of
the surrounding rock, which can be rewarded with a
significant reduction of rock deformation. The large
support intensity can only cause less reduction of roadway
deformation. This indicated that the mechanical prop-
erties of the surrounding rock can be significantly affected
by the support forces. In addition, the bonding state
between the rock and the support also has an important
effect in the deformation and failure of the surrounding
rock [37]. However, few experimental studies on the
relationships between the support and the surrounding
rock using the hollowed cylinder tests have been publicly
reported [38]. Therefore, it is of great practical and the-
oretical significance to investigate the effect of the support
on the rock deformation and instability by conducting
laboratory experiments on the hollowed cylindrical
specimens.

The first aim of this study is to investigate the influence
of the infillings on the deformation and mechanical per-
formances of hollowed sandstones under unconfined and
triaxial compression tests. This study also aims to extend
the application of the hollowed cylinder tests to explore the
relationship between the surrounding rock and support for
deep underground engineering. To this end, hollowed
cylinders filled with two kinds of cement mortar having
different strengths are subjected to unconfined and con-
ventional triaxial compression tests. The solid specimens
and hollowed specimens are also prepared and tested under
the same stress conditions for comparison purpose. The
effects of the infilling on the stress-strain curves, defor-
mation features, mechanical properties, and failure pat-
terns are investigated in-depth. The experimental results
can provide a meaningful reference to understand the
relations between the surrounding rock and the support in
practice.
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2. Experimental Methodology and Preparation

2.1. Specimen Preparation. The sandstone specimens for
experimentation were taken from a sandstone quarry located
in Changsha, Hunan province of China. The sandstone has
the characteristics of grey color, medium grain, and good
homogeneity. The solid cylindrical specimens with a di-
ameter of 50 mm and a height of 100 mm were first cored
from an intact sandstone block. Then, the solid specimens
were processed into hollowed cylinders with an inner di-
ameter of 16 mm. Finally, cement mortars were prepared
and used to fill in the inner hole, as shown in Figure 1. In this
study, two kinds of cement mortar having different mixture
ratios were taken into account.

The mixed proportions were 1.0:5.27:1.16 (cement:
sand : water) for the low-strength cement mortar and 1.0:
3.47:0.64 (cement:sand:water) for the high-strength ce-
ment mortar. The infilled specimens were cured in con-
trolled conditions at a temperature of 25°C and a relative
humidity of 95% for 28 days following the American Society
of Civil Engineering (ASCE) standard [39]. In doing this, the
cement mortar can serve at its best performance and gen-
erate good adhesions between the cement mortar and the
prefabricated hole. It should be noted that the two ends of
the infillings were approximately 2.5 mm lower than the
loading surface of the rock (see Figure 1). Such a configu-
ration ensures that the cement mortar does not have direct
contact with the platen during the loading period. Therefore,
the cement mortar was exempt from the direct force by the
platen, which is beneficial for investigating the interaction of
the cement mortar with the rock structure.

The basic mechanical performances of the cement
mortars and the sandstone were obtained by conducting
unconfined compression tests and Brazilian disc tests, as
listed in Table 1. It can be seen that due to the different
mixture ratios, the high-strength cement mortar (HSCM)
exhibits much higher strength and stiffness than that of the
low-strength cement mortar (LSCM). The sandstone spec-
imen has distinct mechanical parameters compared to the
cement mortar, for example, the unconfined compressive
strength (UCS) of the sandstone is 2.6 times that of the
HSCM and 6.2 times that of the LSCM, and the tensile
strength of the sandstone is 0.9 times that of the HSCM and
3.1 times that of the LSCM. In this regard, four groups of
specimens with different configurations were derived for the
subsequent experimentation, such as the solid cylindrical
specimen (SC), hollowed cylindrical specimen (HC), hol-
lowed cylindrical specimen infilled with HSCM (HC-
HSCM), and hollowed cylindrical specimen infilled with
LSCM (HC-LSCM).

2.2. Testing Methods. Monotonic unconfined compression
tests and triaxial compression tests were conducted on the
specimens using a hydraulic servo-controlled RMT-150C
loading system, as presented in Figure 2. The axial stress
value was obtained by the reading of loading cell, and the
axial strain was the overall strain of the sample measured by
a linear variable differential transformer (LVDT), which
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Ficure 1: Configuration of the infilled specimens.

TaBLE 1: Physical and mechanical properties of the cement mortars
and the sandstone.

Properties LSCM HSCM Sandstone
Density (g/cm?) 2.01 2.10 232
P-wave velocity (m/s) 1906 2240 2756
Poisson’s ratio 0.22 0.25 0.27
Young’s modulus (GPa) 52 10.0 14.3
UCS (MPa) 13.2 31.6 82.2
Tensile strength (MPa) 1.31 4.83 4.11
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FIGURE 2: Stress-strain curves of the specimens under unconfined
compression.

records the movement of the loading piston. The axial
loading speed was set to 0.002 mm/s using a displacement
control module. Four levels of confining pressure, including
5MPa, 10 MPa, 20 MPa, and 30 MPa, were set in the triaxial
compression tests, and the loading rate of the confining was

set to 0.1 MPa/s using a pressure control module. Under
such loading speeds, the strain rate of the specimen is
sufficiently low so as to be a quasi-state loading condition.

3. Experimental Results and Analyses

3.1. Stress-Strain Curves. Figures 2 and 3 present the stress-
strain curves of the specimens under unconfined com-
pression and triaxial compression conditions. It is seen that
all groups of the specimens experience four stages of initial
compaction, linear elasticity, yielding, and postfailure.
However, different types of the infillings and different
confining pressures have distinct contributions to the four
stages shown in the stress-strain curve. Under high con-
fining pressures, it is shown that the solid specimen has a
large deformation in the initial stage, as shown in
Figure 3(a). It is contributing to the natural microfissures in
the specimen. In terms of the postpeak stage, upon un-
confined compression, all the specimens exhibit a remark-
able stress drop at failure, indicating a typical brittle failure
mode. Such a phenomenon can also be observed in the
hollowed specimens with confining pressure, as shown in
Figure 3(b). This is because the existing hole induces sever
local stress concentration around the inner hole surface due
to the axial force and external confining pressure and
provides sufficient room for rock deformation so as to result
in brittle manner at the onset of failure. However, this is not
the case for the infilled specimens with confining pressure.
As presented in Figure 3(c) and 3(d), due to the existence of
the cement mortar in the inner hole, the specimen still
performs a residual carrying capacity (or residual strength)
though a slight stress drop occurs. Furthermore, the residual
strength increases with the increase in the confining pres-
sure. This phenomenon indicates that the infilling material
has a significant effect on the postfailure mechanical be-
haviors. In the case of this study, the residual carrying ca-
pacity of the infilled specimens is mainly rested on the
interfacial friction between the rock and the infilling, as well
as the support effect of the infillings. It is seen that under the
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FIGURE 3: Stress-strain curves of the specimens under triaxial compression: (a) SC specimens, (b) HC specimens, (¢) HC-LSCM specimens,

and (d) HC-HSCM specimens.

identical confining pressure, the residual strengths of the
HC-HSCM specimens are greater than those of the HC-
LSCM specimens, indicating that the high-strength cement
mortar is more advantageous to enhance the strength of the
hollowed specimens.

3.2. Deformation and Mechanical Properties. As mentioned
in Section 3.1, for different test scenarios, the stress-strain
relations at the prepeak stage exhibit distinct features as a
result of the infilling and confining pressure. To study the
prepeak deformation properties during the test process, the
crack closure strain (&), plastic strain ( ¢,), and elastic strain
(¢,) under different stress levels and inclusions were in-
vestigated. The crack closure strain was defined as the strain
as a result of the crack closure or sliding during the initial
compaction stage but not belonging to the linear elastic

strain [40-42]. In this regard, the crack closure strain (&)
can be obtained by the reading of the intersection of the
strain axis with the elastic slope (marked as line AB) as
illustrated in Figure 4. The elastic strain (e,) was obtained as
the horizontally projected length of the elastic slope (marked
as line CD) through the peak value stress. The plastic strain
(e,) was the residual of the peak strain subtracting the crack
closure strain and elastic strain [42]. A typical stress-strain
curve illustrating the determination of the aforementioned
strains is presented in Figure 4.

The relationships between the crack closure strain,
plastic strain, and elastic strain and the confining pressure
and the sample configuration are plotted in Figure 5. Both
the elastic and plastic strains increase with ascending the
confining pressure, which is a general tendency for all the
test scenarios. This change tendency of elastic strain is more
significant for the solid specimens than the other three
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FIGURE 4: A typical stress-strain curve illustrating the crack.
Closure strain (&), elastic strain (e,), and plastic strain (sp).

groups. For example, under the same confining pressure, the
magnitude of the elastic strain for the solid specimen is
greater than those for the hollowed specimen, HC-LSCM
specimen, and HC-HSCM specimen. As for the crack clo-
sure strain, it is seen that when the confining pressure
changes from 5MPa to 30 MPa, the crack closure strains
show monotonic increase trends for all the four test sce-
narios. Similarly, the increase tendency of the crack closure
strain is significant only for the solid specimens but sta-
tistically insignificant for the other three groups.

In addition, it can be seen from Figures 5(a) to 5(d) that,
for each type of the specimen configuration, the crack
closure strain derived from the unconfined compression test
is greater than that obtained from the triaxial compression
with relative low confining pressures. This phenomenon
occurs because the crack closure strain discussed here is the
vertical strain caused by the axial force and the confining
pressure if applicable. The confining pressure, however, has a
negative influence on the increase in the crack closure strain
due to Poisson’s effect. Therefore, with the existence of the
confining pressure (in particular with low confining pres-
sure), the crack closure strain of the specimen in the triaxial
compression tests is smaller than that detected under un-
confined compression condition.

Figure 6 shows the variations in the elastic modulus of
the specimens with different confining pressures. A general
trend as observed from Figure 6 is that a greater confining
pressure leads to a much higher elastic modulus. It is noted
that the elastic modulus of the solid specimens at the
confining pressure of 10 MPa is obviously lower than that of
the other groups. The most possible reason is the rock
heterogeneity. This trend is the case for all the groups of the
specimens including the hollowed specimens. Considering
the infilling effects on the elastic modulus, it is seen that
under the same confining pressure, the elastic modulus has
no conclusive change trend due to the infillings. This may be
attributed to the complex mechanical interaction between
the rock and infilling material.

Figure 7 presents the strengths of all the groups of
specimens under different confining pressures. Similar to the
elastic modulus, the strength of the specimen increases with
increasing confining pressure, irrespective of the existence of
the infilling. However, the infilling has significant influences
on the strength enhancement of the specimens. The solid
specimens exhibit the highest strengths compared to the
hollowed specimens, LSCM-filled specimens, and HSCM-
filled specimens. This is because, on one hand, the strength
and elastic modulus of the sandstone are both higher than
those of the cement mortar (see Table 1). On the other hand,
the solid specimen has a better structure integrity as com-
pared to the infilled specimen.

The strengths of the HC-HSCM specimens are slightly
greater than those of the HC-LSCM specimens, and both of
the HC-HSCM and HC-LSCM specimens perform greater
strengths than the hollowed specimens. This phenomenon
indicates that the cement mortar exerts a positive effect on
the carrying capacity of the rock, and the infilling having a
higher strength and stiffness contributes to a more pro-
nounced enhancement of the strength.

3.3. Failure Patterns. Under unconfined compression con-
dition, the four groups of specimens fail mainly in shear
manners with a few local tensile fractures, as shown in
Figure 8. For the HC specimens, the rock at the periphery of
the hole does not show obvious failure characteristics. The
infilled specimens present both shear and tensile failures.
However, some rock does not spall and still stuck with the
cement mortar, as shown in Figure 8(c) and 8(d). It is
showing that the filling material has a certain effect on the
failure modes.

Figure 9 shows the failure modes of the specimens under
the triaxial compression conditions. A dominated shear
fracture can be seen on the surfaces for all the specimens
after the triaxial compression tests. For the solid specimens,
local tensile failure also occurs at low confining pressures
(for example, 03="5 and 10 MPa), as shown in Figure 9(a).
Upon close inspections on the hollowed specimens, it is
found that obvious splitting failures occur around the inner
hole wall when the confining pressure reaches as high as
20 MPa and 30 MPa in Figure 9(b). Such a phenomenon is
similar to previous studies owing to the complex nonuni-
form stress state [24, 25, 36, 43]. In this regard, the minimum
principal stress at the periphery of the hole is the lowest,
resulting in progressive failure at the periphery of the hole
under the combined high confining pressure and axial
loading. However, the hollowed specimens show a typical
shear-dominated fashion on the outer surface.

For the infilled specimens, merely one shear failure
surface can be observed on the specimens at the confining
pressure of 5 MPa and 10 MPa in Figures 9(a) and 9(d). The
rock fragments are tightly stuck with the cement mortar, and
the cement mortars have no clear fracture surface. However,
under relatively high confining pressure (for example,
03 =20 MPa and 30 MPa), the final shear fracture cuts across
the rock and the cement mortar into two parts. The results
indicate that the carrying capacity of the specimens is
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FIGURE 5: Variations in the crack closure strain, plastic strain, and elastic strain for the four groups of specimens under varying confining
pressures: (a) solid specimen, (b) hollowed specimen, (c) HC-LSCM specimen, and (d) HC-HSCM specimen.

significantly reinforced by the infilling material [44], which
provides not only a radial constraint at the inner hole but
also an axial friction force to the rock structure.

4. Discussion

In this study, the infilling effects on the mechanical and
deformation behaviors of the cement mortar-infilled spec-
imens were experimentally investigated under the uncon-
fined and triaxial compression conditions. The height of the
infilling surface was set as 2.5mm lower than the rock
surface, so that the infilling material was not directly loaded

by the axial force during the test. In doing this, the infilling
material exerts a similar support function as illustrated in
Figure 10. The hollowed cylindrical rock serves as a sim-
plified underground opening and the surroundings, while
the infilling is used to mimic the support system. Under the
combined conditions of axial loading and lateral confining
pressure, a radial force between the rock and the infilling will
be induced in response to the radial deformations of the
infillings and the rock. The magnitude of the radial force is
heavily related to the confining pressure, axial stress, and
elastic moduli of the infilling and the rock. Therefore, the
radial force generated by the infilling is not a constant value
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during the loading compression process, which gradually
increases along with the axial stress, reflecting a mutual
mechanical responses between the infilling and the rock.
This is much different from the previous study [31], in which
a constant inner pressure was applied in the inner hole
during the loading process. The specimen configuration by
Wang et al. [31] is similar to the conventional support
concept that the support system with sufficient high strength
and stiffness is adopted. However, the surrounding rock and
the support are essentially separated without taking the
mutual actions into account. In this paper, the interactions
of the support (infilling) and the rock have been adequately
considered. At the initial loading stage, the infilling shows
limited support effect due to the small deformation of the
rock. With continuing loading, the deformation of the rock

increases gradually and hence the rock squeezes the support
structure. In this regard, the support structure exerts a back
forward compression to the rock, playing a positive support
role to resist the subsequent deformation of the rock. At this
stage, the support has significant impacts on the rein-
forcement of the carrying capacity, similar to the funda-
mentals of the New Austrian Tunnelling Method (NATM)
[45]. The core of the NATM is the consideration of the
surrounding rock as parts of the entire support system and
permits the surrounding rock having a certain deformation
to fully utilize the self-bearing capacity of the surrounding
rock. The laboratory experiments in this study can well il-
lustrate the NATM concept and provides an effective way of
investigating the interaction of the support system with the
surrounding rock.
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FIGURE 10: Relations between the surrounding rock and the support: (a) physical modelling in the laboratory and (b) stress state of the

surrounding rock in plane view.

5. Conclusion

This study conducts unconfined and triaxial compression tests
on hollowed specimens with different inclusions in an attempt
to investigate the interactions between the surrounding rock
and the support. To do this, the solid cylindrical specimens,
hollowed cylindrical specimens, and hollowed cylindrical
specimens with two cement mortars were prepared and then
tested. The effects of the infilling on the stress-strain behaviors,
deformation features, mechanical characteristics, and the

failure patterns were deeply investigated. The following main
conclusions can be drawn:

(1) Upon the unconfined compression condition, all the

specimens exhibit a remarkable stress drop at the
onset of failure, indicating a typical brittle failure
mode. However, under the triaxial compression
condition, each infilled specimen exhibits residual
carrying capacity though a slight stress drop occurs
after the peak stress.
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